
    How important is the use of energy in 
building for the EU?
The European Union is revising the existing 
Directive on the Energy Performance of Buildings. 
The residential sector is responsible for 40% of 
primary energy consumption within the EU. The 
European Union has proposed that until 2020 to 
reduce by 20% of primary energy consumption and 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

    EPBD was adopted in 2002 - is it now fully 
implemented in the member states? Why the 
2002 EPBD has to be recast (revised)?
EU Member States had a deadline for January 
2006 to transpose the current Directive into 
national law. At the time of the 2006 deadline, only 
two countries had implemented the legislation. 
Progress has been made since 2006. Certification 
of buildings is running in many Member States and 
the number of inspectors operating in the market 
is growing. However, some of the new Member 
States still face substantial problems largely 
due to their legacy of a highly energy inefficient 
building stock. Most of these countries used of 
the additional three year period and did not fully 
implement much before 1 January 2009. The 
inspection of boilers and air-conditioning systems 
in particular seems to have been one area where 
most Member States have needed more time to 
fully meet the requirements of the EPBD. 

The primary barrier for the Member States were the 
issues related to finance. A second one was that 
the Directive is open for interpretation in certain 
areas and this has caused confusion and delay. 
The lack of existing calculation methodologies 
and mechanisms for delivery took longer than 
anticipated to develop.

In most of the Member States, the percentage 
of private ownership for buildings (including 
apartments) is high. Therefore, it is important 
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to convince and to offer the right incentives to 
the European families in order to invest in the 
refurbishment of their buildings. In the Member 
States where the percentage of social houses is 
high enough, it is easier to adopt some measures 
for the improvement of the energy performance 
of buildings. Moreover, there is a high rate of 
energy inefficiency of buildings due to inefficient 
centralised heating systems in place, especially in 
the new Member States. Thus, it is not enough to 
isolate buildings but also to improve the energy 
performance of centralise heating systems. The 
question is not if it is needed to invest in the energy 
performance of buildings but who will pay for and 
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how affordable it will be. So, minimum standards 
should, however, be applied with caution in the 
existing building stock and without infringing 
property rights.

    The parliament made close to 100 changes in 
the 2009 EPBD drafted by the Commission. Why 
the Parliament was not satisfied with the first 
daft? 
I was reconfirmed by the European Parliament 
as the rapporteur for the 
second reading for the recast 
of the directive on the energy 
performance of the buildings 
(EPBD). In the previous 
legislature, the Parliament voted 
in its first reading the proposal 
to amend the existing directive 
with 549 votes for, 51 against 
and 26 abstentions, after 
analyzing the 500 amendments 
tabled.

Energy performance of buildings 
is a subject that will become 
increasingly visible on the public agenda in the 
next period to come, especially in the context 
of the preparation of the UN Climate Change 
Conference in Copenhagen whose objective is to 
achieve a post-Kyoto agreement. It is obvious that 
improving the energy efficiency in buildings will 
create new jobs in this very dynamic sector of the 
European Union and thus helping Europeans in this 
period of economic crisis, when a lot of people are 
loosing theirs jobs. 

    What is the role of the Parliament in the EU 
energy policy?
Last week, Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy Committee from the European Parliament 
has organised a debate for the update on the 
status of recast of the energy performance of 
buildings directive, after the exchange of views 
with the Commissioner Andris Piebalgs on the EU 
gas supply sector. 

The European Parliament gave a vote on the 
first reading and this is our mandate to start the 
negotiations. We are prepared to work hard, but 
we will not accept a weak directive. In its first 
reading report, the European Parliament voted 
several financial and fiscal measures which could 

motivate the Member States to improve the energy 
performance of buildings, such as:
w significant increase in the allocation of ERDF 

(European Regional Development Fund) which 
can be used to enhance the energy efficiency of 
the buildings; 

w the set-up, starting with next financial 
programming period (2014), of an European 
Fund for the Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy;

w the possibility for the interested 
Member States to temporarily 
use a reduced VAT for products 
and services related to the energy 
efficiency of the buildings. 

    What is the position of the 
Council with the recast EPBD?
The Swedish presidency of the 
Council declared that the "eco-
efficient economy" is a priority on 
its working agenda and let us know 
its willingness to move forward in 
the adoption of the package on 

the energy efficiency until 7th of December 2009, 
when UN Climate Conference will take place in 
Copenhagen. 

In this context, the Council of the European Union 
has proposed that a series of informal meetings to 
take place between Commission, Parliament and 
Council. The European Parliament is ready to work 
intensely with the Council during these informal 
trilogues in order to advance in the dossier. 

It seems that there are some different point of 
views between the first reading position of the 
European Parliament and the position outlined 
within the Council working party on energy. We 
know that the Council works intensively, and 
we expect to receive as soon as possible a four 
columns document.

    When is the recast EPBD next time in the 
Parliament? When do you think the recast EPBD 
will be adopted?
We believe that some important debates should 
be related to: financial instruments and fiscal 
measures, in our opinion very much needed for 
a successful implementation and good results, 
a common methodology versus national ones, 
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‘’Energy performance 
of buildings is a 
subject that will 
become increasingly 
visible on the public 
agenda in the next 
period to come.’’



requirements for building components, for public 
buildings as well as for “net zero energy buildings”.
I do believe that all Member States are interested 
in the energy performance of buildings and in 
reducing the GHG emissions. I also believe that 
the European citizens, from all Member States 
would like to reduce their monthly pay for the 
utilities through the improvement of the energy 
performance of their buildings. The European 
legislation should create the right match between 
these needs and it should encourage Member 
States to create a favourable framework for this 
type of investments. 

We know that for the current directive many 
Member States are or will be infringed for an 
insufficient implementation of the directive. The 
European Parliament supports only a strong energy 
performance of buildings directive, easy to be 
implemented and in the benefit of the European 
citizens. 

The European Parliament could not accept a weak 
directive. Thus, the success of this directive will 
depend on the determination of the European 
Union to motivate Member States and the 
European citizens to invest in energy efficiency in 
buildings. It is easier to establish energy efficiency 
requirements for new buildings as well as for public 
buildings. As regard to the existing buildings, we 

should take into account the type of property 
which differs from a Member State to another 
and the affordability of such of investment for the 
European citizens. 

By 2020 we have a window time for 10 years. But we 
must act now and firmly. The European Parliament 
will remain ambitious in this area, as it was before, 
stressing the importance of the improvement of 
energy performance of buildings,  

Our willingness is to support the European citizens 
to improve their life quality and to reduce their 
utility bills through the improvement of the energy 
performance of their buildings and to encourage the 
Member States to provide the appropriate framework 
for the development of an eco-efficient economy."
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‘‘The European Parliament could not accept 
a weak directive. Thus, the success of this 
directive will depend on the determination 
of the European Union to motivate Member 
States and the European citizens to invest 
in energy efficiency in buildings.’’


